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BCPS students earn 12 national medals, three awards in 
2021 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards 

Baltimore County students received more than a third of medals presented to 
Maryland students 

 
 

Towson, MD – Ten Baltimore County Public Schools students earned 12 national medals and three 

national awards in the 98th annual 2021 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards — the nation’s longest-running 

and most prestigious scholarship and recognition program for young artists and writers in Grades 7–12. 

 

Baltimore County students received more than a third of the 34 medals presented to Maryland 

students. 

 

One BCPS student, Myah Jackson-Solomon of George Washington Carver Center for Arts and 

Technology, was among the 16 students selected to win the awards program’s highest national honor – 

The Gold Medal Portfolio Award, which includes a $10,000 scholarship.  

 

All national medalists and their teachers will be honored at a special reception on Wednesday, June 9, at 

the world-famous Carnegie Hall in New York City. Their artwork and writing will be showcased in 

nationwide traveling exhibitions and publications.  

 

The following BCPS students earned national medals and awards: 

 

George Washington Carver Center for Arts and Technology 

Tiara Izella Aragon, “As the Oldest” (personal essay/memoir) – Gold Medal, American Voices Award  

Olivia Berkman, “Big Foot” (painting) – Silver Medal 

Myah Jackson-Solomon 

https://www.bcps.org/system/news
https://www.artandwriting.org/


• “Duality of Mind” (painting) – Gold Medal 

• “Stagnant” (drawing and illustration) – Gold Medal, American Visions Award 

• “Mindscape” (art portfolio) – Gold Medal, Gold Medal Portfolio Award 

angela ma, “Tying Up Loose Ends” (digital art) – Silver Medal 

Chinyere Onyekwere, “For What I Am” (poetry) – Gold Medal 

Ellis Rienzi, “Lost in Time” (photography) – Silver Medal 

Cailin Tallarico, “Nowhere to Go” (digital art) – Gold Medal 

Senaiah White, “She Wants Me to B More” (poetry) – Silver Medal 

Kalliyan Winder, “The Battle Between Good and Evil” (drawing and illustration) – Silver Medal 

 

Towson High School 

Kayla Yup, “What’s for Lunch” (poetry) – Gold Medal  

 

“In a year like no other, these students have harnessed the power of their creative spirits,” said Sherri 

Fisher, BCPS coordinator of visual arts. “These honors represent a tremendous accomplishment for 

them and their teachers.” 
 

“The past twelve months have presented all of us—including our country’s teens—with unprecedented 

challenges,” said Chris Wisniewski, executive director of the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. “The 

extraordinary young people recognized in this year’s Scholastic Awards have crafted fresh, original work 

that grapples with the pandemic, racial and social justice, climate change, and more, while also mining 

personal stories of triumph, loss, heartbreak, and growth. The National Medalists have blown us away 

with their ability to express themselves through inspired and inspiring art and writing; now more than 

ever, we need to hear the voices of these future leaders.” 

 

Nearly 2,000 works received National Medals this year, selected from nearly 230,000 entries submitted 

by more than 80,000 students. Notable Scholastic Art & Writing Awards alumni include artist Andy 

Warhol, writer Truman Capote, novelist Stephen King, actress/producer Lena Dunham, 

director/producer Richard Linklater, and poet Sylvia Plath.  

  

All art and writing submissions are judged blindly based on the same three criteria that have been in 

place since the program’s founding: originality, technical skill, and emergence of personal vision or 

voice. Student works are first adjudicated regionally through more than 100 local Affiliates of the 

Alliance. Students receiving Gold Keys, Silver Keys, Honorable Mentions, or American Visions & Voices 

Nominations are celebrated within their communities through exhibitions and ceremonies. Gold Key 



works are then judged nationally by an impressive panel of creative-industry experts to receive Gold, 

Silver, American Visions & Voices, and Gold or Silver with Distinction Portfolio Medals. 

 

# # # 

 
Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
 
  

http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

